
















 

 

Temple lintel with Gaṇeśa  (Pl. 22.2) – 

 

This temple lintel was found at a shrine outside village Ghata of district Bharatpur. 

The lintel depicts three deities, all standing, in the left, right corners and in the centre 

inside separate niches. Navagrahas have been carved over the lintel. The last of the 

Grahas are clearly identifiable as Rāhu and Ketu and these occupy comparatively 

much larger proportion than the others. In the centre of the lintel (5 grahas to the left 

and 4 to the right), a dancing figure of Lord Gaṇeśa has been carved inside a niche. It 

possibly indicates that this lintel might be part of a temple chamber dedicated to Lord 

Gaṇeśa. Gaṇeśa has been shown in a pose of dancing and has two hands. In his left 

hand he holds a modaka-pātra as usual from which he is holding a sweet ball with his 

trunk; while in his right hand he is holding a paraśu (battle-axe). In the left niche, 

there is a possibility that goddess Chāmuṇḍā has been represented. This lintel which is 

in a good state of preservation might date to circa 8th – 9th century A.D.  

 

 


